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Day Five: Swimming in Concrete  
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Much like adverbs, there’s a school of thought that suggests that adjectives (an 
adjective describes a noun) should be removed as much as possible. But 
adjectives have their role, the trick is in which adjectives you use.  
 
He drove a yellow car.  

 
Consider… 
 

 
 
Vs 
 

 
 
 
They’re both yellow cars… 
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What does ‘yellow car’ actually say about the car or the driver? Not much. Maybe 
he likes bright colours? Maybe that’s the only colour the dealer had? 
 
What if we amp up the adjectives and instead of leaving them non-descript, we 
make the concrete (specific). 
 
So, taking the sentence, He drove a yellow car, look what happens when we use 
concrete adjectives: 
 
He drove a yellow Porsche Turbo with racing stripes painted on the bodywork. 
What does that say about the driver? 
 
Or 
 
He drove a yellow nuts n bolts skedonk of a car. And this description? What does 
that say about the driver? 
 
Your turn. 
 
Rewrite the following sentences using concrete-specific- adjectives.  
 

1. She enjoys music and reading.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. We fixed part of the kitchen. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. The food was awful. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. He sat alone in the restaurant.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

5. Jim looked happy. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

6. I waved to my friend. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

7. The car roared toward us. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Terry seemed to be impatient and annoyed. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

9. He was injured in an accident. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

10. I felt tired after work.. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

11. There was a strange smell in the basement. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

12. The movie wasn’t very good. 
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_______________________________________________________________ 

13. She ate lunch at a restaurant with her sister. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

14. The classroom was noisy.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

15. She played sport.  

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Did you remember to include previous day’s suggestions in the above? Note how 
many ‘was’ monsters lurk… 
 

 
Putting it together 
 
Describe the guy in the picture below. Use as many concrete and specific 
adjectives that you can think of. Remember what we’ve learnt about filter verbs 
when describing this scene (Day Two) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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TO RECAP: 
 

• Use specific adjectives to add colour to your writing 

• Replace any vague adjectives with concrete adjectives 

• Have you been attacked by the ‘was’ monster (again)? 

 

 

 

 
 


